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Lord-Lieutenant of Montgomeryshire.     He was irritated
with the Ministry, who had shown no inclination to take
Indian affairs into their own hands; and who, if they
had not actually encouraged, had shown no disapproba-
tion of the personal manner in which the proceedings
of the Committee had been conducted.     This, however,
did not prevent him from submitting an able paper on
the whole system of Indian Government at home and
abroad to Lord North.    " I will not' patiently stand by,"
he wrote to Mr.  Strachey,  "and see a great Empire,
acquired by great abilities, perseverance, and resolution,
lost by ignorance and indolence. If administration should
think proper to see our affairs abroad in the same light as
I do, 'tis well.    If not, I shall have done my duty. .  .  .
Private letters from India give a most dreadful account
of the luxury, dissipation, and extravagance of Bengal."
Meanwhile the Company were obliged to borrow money
from the Bank, and to apply to Government for a loan.
They were referred to  Parliament,  and when it reas-
sembled, in November 1772, Lord North, seeing that the
Select Committee had directed its inquiries to charges of
a personal nature, " moved that a Committee of Secrecy
be appointed to inquire into the state of the East India
Company."    The two Committees sat at the same time;
and the returns and documents laid before them were
compiled in the India Office under influences hostile to
Clive and his interests.    Grave errors of fact, such as the
statement that Clive received his jagir at the time of
the revolution in favour of Meer Jaffier, were published j
and false charges of suppressing important documents
were made.    An unfavourable impression was thus pro-
duced which it was difficult to counteract and destroy.